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W Challenges in the Recovery Act
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 Need to spend quickly — Preference for quick start
activities: Use It or Lose it!

 Need to spend carefully — Unprecedented
requirements for accountabllity and transparency

e Limited staff time and expertise In cities

It’'s not enough to focus on WHAT funds are spent on,
cities must focus on HOW funds are spent.
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W US Communities
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e A program founded in 1996 as a partnership
between:
— National League of Cities
— US Conference of Mayors
— National Association of Counties
— National Institute for Governmental Purchasing
— Association of School Business Officials

e Over 36,000 public agencies using the program

o Total aggregate sales in 2008 exceeded $1.3 billion,
with $200 million in estimated savings to participating
public agencies




